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PAGE 01 BOGOTA 00767 251808Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

252002Z 040276/47 

R 251645Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9517 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

SECRET BOGOTA 0767 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CO 

SUB J : U.S. -PANAMA TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: BRIEFING 
OF PRESIDENT LOPEZ 

REF: STATE 016148 

1 . REFTEL INDICATES THAT AMBASSADOR BUNKER IS THINKING 
IN TERMS OF A VISIT TO CARACAS AND 'POSSIBLY’' BOGOTA 
DURINV COMING MONTHS TO BRIEF THE TWO PRESIDENTS ON 
THE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. WE THINK IT ESSENTIAL THAT 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ ALSO RECEIVE SUCH A BRIEFING. AS 

DEPT IS AWARE WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO CONSULT WITH 
COLOMBIA REGARDING ITS RIGHTS UNDER THE THOMPSON- 
URRUTIA TREATY DURING THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. WE 
ALSO ASSURED THE COLOMBIANS THAT WE WILL DO THIS 
ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS INCLUDING DURING THE STATE VISIT 
OF PRESIDENT LOPEZ IN 1975. 

2. TORRIJOS VISITS COLOMBIA VERY FREQUENTLY AND OFTEN 
DISCUSSES THE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS WITH LOPEZ. WHO HAS 
BEEN OF HELP TO US WITH THE PANAMANIANS DURING THOSE 
EXCHANGES (75 BOGOTA 10257). WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
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MOST USEFUL TO PRESERVE AND REINFORCE LOPEZ' HELPFUL 
ROLE. 

SANCHEZ 
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